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Announcing the

Global Nuclear Disarmament Campaign

of the Unity-and-Diversity General Assembly

The UDC General Assembly has embarked upon a Global Nuclear Disarmament Campaign with the June, July and August Assemblies being devoted to the campaign followed by an L.A. conference in early September, now definite for the afternoon of Saturday, September 6.  If your organization would like to attend the conference, please contact Roger Eaton, rogereaton@earthlink.net or 310 390 5220.

Please Join us at the July 19th Assembly in downtown Los Angeles, where we will be showing Beyond War's video “Building a World Beyond War: A Roadmap for Citizens”  followed by a presentation and Q&A with Dr Robert Dodge of Beyond War.  See reverse for an article by Dr Dodge.  In June, the General Assembly had a great presentation from the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, and will continue the series in August.   

Time: Saturday, July 19, 9am to 11:30am.  Cookies and socializing after.  

Place: Downtown LA - 1020 S. Flower St., LA 90015, corner of Olympic Blvd.  We have a beautiful, modern meeting room, and we welcome your presence.  $10 suggested donation.

Directions: Going North or South on the Harbor 110 Freeway in downtown L.A., exit at Ninth St. and go east to Flower St., then right one block to Olympic.  Park in the lot (SE corner) and go to the rear of the building next door.  Parking is free in this lot until 11:45am.  Any problem, call Leland Stewart's cell: (310) 869-5014.

Our idea is to spark a Global Nuclear Disarmament Campaign in the context of a more general transformation of humanity to a peaceful, just and sustainable world.  The very insanity of nuclear weapons, based as it is on the virulent us-vs-them thinking that has plagued the human race, makes it evident that a reasonable approach to nuclear disarmament in the various nations, important as that is, is unlikely to work by itself.   A powerful human awakening is needed to build trust within the human family across all boundaries.  

At the September conference, our theme will be the building of a Los Angeles Coalition for a Global Nuclear Disarmament Campaign.  David Krieger of the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation will be the introductory speaker.  The purpose of the Coalition will be to coordinate efforts to spark similar coalitions in other major cities around the world.  These local coalitions then will league together to form a coordinated global campaign.  

Beginning in the fall, the UDC General Assembly plans to facilitate similar Los Angeles coalitions to promote global campaigns in several additional areas, starting with Global Climate Change.  As these coalitions take off, our idea is to encourage the meshing of their campaigns into that human awakening that we see as necessary for success in any of these particular areas.[image: image2.jpg]oivERSITY




For more about Unity-and-Diversity: http://udcworld.org.

For more about Beyond War: http://beyondwar.org.

Campaigns, summer days and nuclear proliferation By Robert Dodge
Published in the Opinion section of the Ventura County Star, Sunday, June 29, 2008

Tuesday marks an important historic landmark in the nuclear age. July 1, 1968, the world struck an unlikely bargain that remains critical to our security today. On that date 40 years ago, the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons became open for signing and allowed the vast majority of the world's nations to foreswear nuclear weapons in exchange for a commitment from the handful of countries that already had these weapons to work toward their elimination.

A total of 189 countries have signed the treaty, five of which have nuclear weapons and are the permanent members of the United Nations Security Council. The NPT, while imperfect in its follow-through by its signatory nations, has been a cornerstone of nuclear arms control ever since. A grim future was averted through this diplomatic breakthrough, but for how long?

President Kennedy had predicted that by 1975 as many as 25 nations could have nuclear weapons. Without the treaty, we might now be facing several times that many nuclear-weapons states with every crisis point around the world threatening millions of lives. Polls indicate that an overwhelming majority of Americans favor the complete elimination of nuclear weapons. Amazingly, after all these years, this political season provides perhaps the greatest opportunity to realize this vision. The next U.S. president will have the opportunity to lead by example and abide by the will of the people.

The scope of the problem is that the world's nuclear arsenals hold some 330,000 times the bomb that destroyed Hiroshima and killed 100,000 people. These weapons are on ready alert for use within minutes. We have many times that amount in reserve. That said, many, including the CIA, feel that the greatest threat we face as a nation is that of a rogue or terrorist group getting their hands on "loose" nuclear materials and delivering a crude bomb to one of our cities or ports. We must not allow these realities to overwhelm us, becoming paralyzed by the belief that we are unable to do anything about it. We must secure all "loose" nuclear materials worldwide. We have the means through the Nunn, Lugar Cooperative Threat Reduction Act and international cooperation if we make the commitment of will and funding. We must also take the leadership role to begin the necessary steps to eliminate these weapons entirely.

The process of realizing this vision is beginning to take hold in this country. A remarkable project called the Nuclear Security Project (http://www.nuclearsecurityproject.org), headed by a bipartisan group of elders, has been working for the past two years on this process. This group includes Henry Kissinger, George Schultz, Sam Nunn and Bill Perry. They are working to build international support for their work toward a nuclear-free world. This year's American presidential campaign finds both candidates endorsing this effort. In October, Sen. Barack Obama said, "America seeks a world in which there are no nuclear weapons." In June, Sen. John McCain gave a policy address on nonproliferation, committing the country to the same goal.

With the support of the American people, this vision, at long last, has the potential to become a reality. Citizens can and must demand no less of our elected officials. This is critical as the candidates formulate and finalize their policy. It has long been said that when the people lead, the leaders will follow. Individuals and groups can also lend their support by endorsing the coalition work of the Campaign for a Nuclear Weapons Free World at http://www.nuclearweaponsfree.org. These steps will speak volumes to America's willingness to lead and will help restore our global credibility. As countries of the world, regardless economic status, seek to fulfill their own nuclear ambitions, we must lead by example. Now is the time to support and revitalize the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.

Our future and indeed that of the planet depend on it.

Robert Dodge, M.D., of Ventura is president of Physicians for Social Responsibility Ventura County, on the board of Beyond War (http://www.beyondwar.org), and co-chairman of Citizens for Peaceful Resolutions (http://www.c-p-r.net).

